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DUSTIN NGUYEN 
 
Born and raised in South Vietnam until the 
age of twelve, Nguyen’s family relocated to 
America in 1975.   Adapting to a new country 
and culture at an already difficult age was 
made easier by participating in martial arts, 
several of which he continues to practice to 
this day, including Jeet Kune Do, Tae Kwon 
Do, and Muay Thai. 

After studying acting in college Nguyen 
began his career in television. His best 
known part was on 21 Jump Street, and he 
had another substantial run alongside 
Pamela Anderson Lee in V.I.P.  Near the end 
of the latter series, he took a virtual hiatus 
from acting in order to care for his then wife 
while she gradually rehabilitated from a 
severe car crash.  After this 2-year hiatus, 
Dustin has said in interviews that the main 
long-term effect of this tragedy was to reinforce the tenuousness of life, which 
motivated him to take a more active approach in securing the type of work that 
satisfied him creatively and professionally.  

To this end, he began considering films made outside of the U.S. and eventually 
landed a much-coveted role opposite Cate Blanchett in the 2005 Australian 
movie Little Fish, which was critically acclaimed and garnered several awards. 
Shortly afterward, Johnny and Charlie Nguyen, a pair of filmmaking Vietnamese-
American brothers, contacted him to review the script for a film project they were 
starting in Vietnam.   It was a period action/drama called The Rebel (Dong Mau 
Anh Hung), and would give him his first opportunity to play the part of a villain.  
Such was Dustin’s re-entry to his homeland after a thirty-plus year absence, and 
he has since made several films there.  Saigon Eclipse (Sai Gon Nhat Thuc) was a 
filial loyalty drama based on the epic Vietnamese poem The Story of Kieu.   The 
Legend Is Alive (Huyen Thoai Bat Tu) profiles a mentally disabled boy raised in a 
martial arts school, who as a young adult becomes ensnared in fighting a human 
trafficking and prostitution ring. Dustin was awarded the Vietnamese Golden 
Lotus Award (Vietnam’s Highest Film Award) for Best Actor, as well as the 
Golden Kite Award (Vietnam’s Cinema Association). He was also awarded the 
Golden Rooster (China’s most prestigious film award) for Favorite International 
Actor for this very role.  Switching things up, Nguyen’s next Vietnamese film was 
Fool For Love (De Mai Tinh), which was a lighthearted romantic comedy about a 



lowly bathroom attendant at a fancy hotel who falls for a beautiful aspiring 
singer.   Dustin also contributed to the producer and writer of this movie.   Next 
came perhaps his most challenging role to date in The Floating Lives (Canh Dong 
Bat Tan), in which he played an angry and abusive man raising his two children 
alone on a boat in the Mekong River delta.  A prostitute fleeing persecution jumps 
aboard their boat, adding both love and tension to the troubled family dynamics.  
He was awarded Best Actor at the Vietnamese International Film Festival for his 
performance. Most recently, Nguyen made his directorial debut in Once Upon A 
Time In Vietnam, a fantasy/action/drama in which he wrote and produced. The 
film was picked up for North American distribution this summer by Lion’s Gate. 

All of this isn’t to say that Nguyen has entirely abandoned American films.   On 
the contrary, just this last year he was cast as the lead to Universal’s sequel of 
Man With Iron Fists, as well as U.S.-made horror film The Gauntlet.  He also did 
a cameo for the highly anticipated sequel to Sony’s 22 Jump Street due out this 
summer. Justin Lin’s Bruce Lee-themed comedy Finishing The Game was 
another relatively recent American movie that featured Dustin in a supporting 
role. 
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